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UNTON_REPRESSION IN TURKEY '

[Eomment. The Turkish labor movement has bezn developing rapidly
for the past several years Recently, there have been charges of at-
tempted repression of unions, much of it attributed directly to govern-
ment cfficials This is noteworthy since the present government
achieved power 1in May 195C partly as the result of labor support aris-
ing from 1ts pledge 10 enact a law pzrmitting strikes, a promise which
has still not been fulfilled

The following report is based on Turkish newspapers for the period

16 September 1952 - 24 January 1953. UHNumbers in pasrentheses refer to
appended sources 7
el . -
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On 17 December, Blus reporiad that 4 laber dispute had arisen in Ayancik
Agac Sanayii lsclleri Ssndikasi (Ayancik Metalworks and Wood Industry Wor kers
Syndicats!, with ths syndicate charging tnat the management was deliberately
trying to break up the syndicate and to discharge its members. The syndicate
further charges, contipusd the paper, that with the encouragement of:the local
DP (P .accrat Party) orgapizalisn, t company ~stasblished a second syndicate,
wonlch it pilaced under the ordesrs of tns DP.

mdicate's administrasive commit-

-

rding ta the paper, membars o tne s)
ing that their syndlcats wes abour to be destroyed, contacted Turk-Is
ration of Turkish Warkers Syndicates) and sént 2 delegation to Ankars
L0 protest to taw government  The pewa r tu=2p printed a statement, a sum-
mary of whirk follows, made Lo one of 1ts veporters by Insun Erdem, the synd1-

cate president

We hope that our complaint to rne Labor Mimstry will produce resulis.
The directer of trhe exploitaticon told us that "to create labor disputes is u
Communist thctic. They want to create confusion here  We have received
orders Trom atiova to destroy this syndicate, which we have been overly slow

in doing. Lose who 4o not resign /Irom the syndicate] will definitely be
.1 -
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“coerced to resign. In the lest 23 months, 200 syndicate members have resigned,
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fired ” Tne company hes firea Failk Yavuz, our vice.president, and Alr Aydin,
the cnairman of our disciplipary court, on grounds of e¢conomy, as well as other
workers wno were believed to kave secretly rejoined the syndicate after dbeing

whtle two adminiatrative comm:t*ee wmembers and 60 syndicate mewbers have been
fired@ since our delegation came to Ankare; yat during the last 3 months, the
Ayanczk nill kes hired 150 new workers. Woerkere have related the situvation to
the. labor 1nspector sant to Ayancik by the ministry and nave submitted svorn
affidavits, but nevartheless the pressure has increas=4 and workers are 3till
being fired I{ tne Labcor and Agriculture Ministrizs do not setile the matter
satisfacrtorily, w2 shall take ocur casz Te the Grand Natiornal Assembly. (1)

On 20 Dzcember, Ulus reportsd thiat toe syndicats delegation, accompanied

by Izmaill Inan, pre51cenc of Turk-Is, had visirzd the two invelved ministries
the previoua day According to tre papsr, itey fownd Iorahim Sargut, Under- ILLEGIB
secretary of Agricalrturs, complately passive and motivated by a bureaucratic

attitude. He +old toam tzet the matter was of no importance, although it would
be studred, while Munlis Fer, Underse:retary of Labor, sxhibited an interest

in tes problem and promised that the dicuments submitted by the delegation
would be carefully studied AnQ ThAat pecassary instructions would be sent to

tne regional labor ipspeclorate

Uius guoted Inap as saying tnat the actnon against tns Avyancik workers was
vary serious and upparalielad ip tne %istiry ef tue Turkisk Jsbor wovement and
thal ne was surs that the reprasentations %o the administrativa autnorities
would produce positive results According to the paper, Inan also declared
that the benavicr of tne iabor :nspector invelived was of a nature te reguire
legal p 2dings ageinst rim and tnat Tark Is would investigate avery legal
channsl !

A previous attamplt at unlon reapressien Uav reportad by Gece Postasi on
16 Saptember Accaraing vo tne papear, the tanbul Cimento Sanaj¢ “fscilert
Sendikas; i 1stunpul Ce=ment Industry Worksrs Sjndi:&.w>. of which Tbrabim Balci
18 pr=aidsnt, nad sent a latter Lo Presideatu bayar, charging that the Zeytin
burnu Cement Plant was unjusuly discuarging workers on economy grounds, even
though it has an annual profit 2f 1,305,00C l:ra. Trne paper stated that the
syndicate termed tre sction A Lockiut /wn,rn is proribited oy 1&37 and charged
also that the plant was nRiring rew warkers at lower wages 1o replace those
fired. The isnter asked Bayar 1o Take nacessary action, conc iuded the news -

paper {3

acember 1eports kalari Birligl [Unton of
Bur aa” uynalha'saz vad filed a charging that members of
ayniicates btelonging T the unis :d Lo every »ort of pres
sure almed as tipg, themw toore AT SN ¢ ynilcatee The compiaint alsc
cnargad , oLnat ! 5 ware Dirased in favor of am.

contin

ploysrs an cal the nly solaticn e aynd chwervers To accom-
pany the I0SpaclOrs 1N Lhelr Qnvestigatiane ar 3 papar, tne Turk .
I3 , M0oulaw ol tne 1Wf'~a<1rb puTher of ¢uch complaints,
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5n3 wives wiorker s
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1 orubiiored A statlenent t3suee by Turk Is, whicoh de
: against eyndicatas and thet: members
arfice and privats establisn-
gers Are being Uired  Iosplte the many
reclarat and e Laber Mirnasiry about
ganiTalyons, nothing 45 being done, and
"ofne stanement Loocnsd on the

On 21 m.u Aary, Vaz
clared That "ehrougnouwt Turkey,
ars continaing o dovernmeant. ot
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Ayancik problem and sazd that the confaceration’s. efforts to achieve a
satisfactory solution had proven futie and quoted the Agriculture Minister

as having caid, "Way is the Laebor Ministry meddling in my affairs?" Accord-
ing to Vatan, the statement also cilted puwerous complaints from Apkara, Istan-
bul, Izwir, Adana, Bursa, Tuncbilek, Gaziantep, Na2illi, and Zooguldak and
pledged that TurkuIs, despite the 1nd1ff&r°nce of officials wand of those ig-
noring the law, would continue its efforts to atop such activities.(5)

On 2k January, Vatan reported that Turk.Is had i1ssued a press bulletin
about union repression, which cited the statements at a meeting of the Degirm-
ensaz Komur Madeni Iscileri Sendikasi {Degirmensaz Coal Mine Workers Syndi.
caete) of the governor of Kutahya and of the Xutahya putlic prosecutor. Ace
carding to Vatan, the bulletin claimed trat tbs public prosecutcr had teld the
meeting that a= considered the workers® dsmands to be Communistic and threat-
ened syndicate members with prosecution under Articls 142 of the Penal Code; : ”_LEGlB
the governor was alleged to nave teld newsmen tpat 1T wae necessary to abolish '
syndirates. Turk.ls 18 asking the Mimstry of Justice and tqe Mintstry of In-
terior to take action sgainst tiz two men, Vatan concluded .{ 6) P
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